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NovaTech announces the availability of a maintenance upgrade for its Z8 gang burner, NTZ-
818. The upgrade fixes a reported bug with the Option bit Programming of Zilog’s Z86E02
SL1925. The reported symptom was improper operation of the IC’s built in analog
comparators after option bit programming. It is possible that other chips with the built in
comparator may have been affected ('04, '08) so it is strongly recommended you perform the
upgrade.

The upgrade is performed by downloading the latest Firmware (Version 1.36 =
NTZ80136.hex) into the NTZ-818's Flash EPROM. You need to be running GUI version 2.11
or later to perform the download. Please read over the following procedure a few times before
attempting to perform the upgrade.

Firmware Upgrade

Version 01.00 resident in all programmers shipped in 1996 & 1997, or version 01.30 resident
in programmers shipped through March 1, 1998 - must be updated to 01.36. The Firmware
resides in Flash EPROM, so it is not necessary to burn a new chip. The Firmware upgrade
includes the following files:

NTZ80136.hex - the current released firmware, Version 1.36

Other Files MAY be part of the upgrade

NTZ80130.hex - a previous release for archival use only
NTZ80100.hex - a previous release for archival use only
NTZ80310.doc, .txt, .pdf - This document in various formats

RELEASE.txt - document detailing some of the Firmware changes
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NTZ-818 Upgrade - Detailed checklist

Detailed Checklist

1. Copy or Move the upgrade file, NTZ80310.exe into an empty directory or folder. From the
DOS prompt (or Using Windows Run command), run:

NTZ80310.EXE this will extract the files described above.

2. Connect NTZ-818 programmer up to your PC and run the Windows GUI - ZBGANG.EXE

3. On the Help/About Menu, confirm you are running Version 2.11 or later. If not please
perform the GUI update as detailed in NTZ80106.doc (.pdf/.txt). The code is available on
the internet at www.novatech-industries.com.

4. Verify the current Flash EPROM Version, go into the Terminal Window (from Menu -view
/Terminal pulldown) and type:

QM<Enter>
you will get a response like:
Valid FLASH external memory.
External ROM Version = 01.00 < this is the Flash EPROM Version
External ROM Checksum = &H42F0 < this is the Flash EPROM Checksum
If the programmer returns version < 01.36, you should perform this upgrade.

5. Switch back to the NovaTech Device Programmer Window and under the File Menu, select
FLASH UPGRADE. Follow the prompts and select the file NTZ80310.HEX. This file
resides in the directory or folder where you originally ran NTZ80310.exe to extract it.

6. There will be a few minutes of activity while the Flash EPROM is being updated. The red
and green LEDs on the Start switch will be alternately blinking. When complete, you may
want to verify the current Flash EPROM Version. Again, under the Terminal Window, type:

QM<Enter>

the likely response will be:

5.

Valid FLASH external memory.
External ROM Version = 01.36
External ROM Checksum = &Hxxxx

If you think you need to revert back to the old Firmware, you may do so at any time.

If you have any questions or problems, please contact me directly.

Joe Rovito

NovaTech Industries Inc.
jrovito@netreach.net

(215) 661 1111 call anytime
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